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Reference is made to communication dated March 
18, 1968, made at Memphis, Tennessee. , • 

On the afternoon of Mar^ch 18 , 1 ) 968 , Capt . Jewell G. 
Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis ,' Tennessee , Police Depart- 
ment, advised that there was little strike support activity 
during the day of March 18, 1968, and that some of the strikers 
and some of their adult supporters sponsored by a group of 
Negro Memphis ministers connected with the Memphis Interdenomi- 
national Ministerial Alliance and who have adopted the name of 
Community on the Move for Equality (COME) held a downtown march 
peacefully on the sidewalks, single file, around 3:00 p.m. 

March 18, 1968. He advised that at about 4:30 p.m. a small 

group of teenagers marched the same route without incident. 

. y , . 

/ Capt. Ray stated that the big excitement in Memphis 

/ on March 18, 1968, was the scheduled appearance of Martin Luther 
Z' : ^ ln 6 • °f Atlanta, Georgia, President of the Southern Chris- 

tian Leadership Conference, who had been scheduled to address 
a strike support rally sponsored by COME at Mason Temple, Mason 
Avenue, Memphis, this being a Church of God in Christ"' institu- 
tion. He stated that outside of the Mid-South Coliseum, it is 
t\ie largest indoor arena in Memphis and can seat sortie 10 000 
people. 

/ / 

On the late night of March 18, 1968, Capt^ Ray advised 
that King had appeared, arriving late, after 9:00 ^.m., and he 
was accompanied on the platform by Rev. Ralph D . 'Abernathy , who 
is reptifte-tj ' to be Vice-President at Large of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE ' 



Andrew j\. MToUng', Executive Di^ec to^of to Mem P hi fj wer 
a member. -Of the executive staff of~scLC SCLC ’ ^ *^^ £? | Bevei > 

Methodist Chu^^^L^r 1 ^" 30 " Jr ' Pastor, Centenary — w 

ho also IV?’-* ✓*** 



at the meeting on the night of?^ e ® n ^ eliab ly informed that 
impassioned speech to a ?! tf ?*? h 18 ’ 1968 * King made an J 

people, predominantly Negroes ?° Wd H ° f 9 ’° 00 to I2 -000 

King called for an escalSo„’ n ??, ^ Up to hear him. 
thereof. King made a series of de !? St f ike and for support 
baser emotions of the predomi?? f glc appeals to the 
pointed out they had to ar-nns-.- y Negro audience and 
possessed by the white * e more economic goods now 

He kept emphasizing power without^be th ° y had t0 ° btain Power, 
they could obtain power." Ray stated??? 5 , s PSCific aS to how 
emotionally move d by King's Ll? ? 1 the aud ience was 
calling for a unified K ef f ort on ?? and Kln S concluded by 
Memphis, some 250,000 to onnose t? Part ° f a11 Ne 6 r °es in 
tration headed by Mayor lien? i ??? ? S city ad minis- 

to accept a union dues checkof f wbi Th° i tofore has refused 
in the settlement of the sani to t i ? ? ? > the blR bottleneck 
Progress since February 12 196? h3S been in 

in Memphis to utilize Friday March 2? ° n 211 Ne ^ roes 

day in which all Negroes would v? 1 1968 > as a protest 
all Negro students would refuse to ? 1° S ? W Up for work and 
Negroes would thereby be ,„•? {> to sch ° o1 and that all 

hor w hat King described as t mass Me " PhlS 

the next sov^rdayrSi^' ;i , ' OUld b « *» Mississippi for 
April 22, 1968, - P oo? p^o^e's ? g SUp *T? Xor hi * forthcoming 
and would probably return? m C “!"? In in Washington, D. C 
the scheduled ‘2“™*° P-tiiipi t ^ in 
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which he D ‘ Abernathy made a talk in 

Physically place Their bod les in f?on? sympath i zers to 
Memphis Sanitation Department pick-un t? , th ^° me 60 - odd 
rent ly collecting garbage in Memphis dur ing'tlTe? tV?^ , 




if this provoked 



arrest . 



On March 19, 1968 it v r. ... 

Bureau, Memphis Police Department and ^ rkln ’ Inspectional 
Inspectional Bureau Memnhic- i • ' and Inspector G. p Tii.es 
there had been ad ^-d tha V 

themselves in front of sanlfntf * the part of People throwing 
sideralble activity scheduled t ° n rucks » and there was con- 
mass march on the pwj o? sfrf?' " arC 5 19 ' 1968 > namely, ° 
the Memphis City Hall to attend°th f trike sympathizers to 
Memphis City Council wS c S V?' ° f ^ 

meetings a^thS^JestSj^uJ?™ . th ^ strike rs who have daily 
order to obtain some o? ?he 40 ? ! V to arrive early L 

Council chambers, and another -P c ator seats in the City 
from ciayborn AME Temple? ££“?„£ S ^ P ^ hiZ6rs wil1 ™rch 

file on the sidewalks. Hernando, to the city Hall single 



+u Lt. Arki 

the Lorraine Motel 
motel, during the 
noon, King left, o 
in connection with 
that Ralph b. Aber 
with some of the m 
strike, namely, ja 
and others. 



his -poor PeSple*s 

nathy remained in Mom u • Arkin stated 

inisterial leaders wh^ 1S and Was ^^rring 
mes Morris 

’ ^r. h. Ralphs jacks on. 



MA RTIN LUTHER KTN P. jp . 




JAMES REV ET, 

at the°of flees ^the^S s l ide' W Wa | ° bserved to he present 
Chicago (DCA) . Discussion too? E ' B ' DuBois Club in 
tering around reaction to a rn *1*°* at thls time «*n- 
General G f the Unit?? slates 1??* notification that the Attorney 
Clubs as a Communist front Bevel " ? tC> label the DuBois 
that he would have ignored this nolif^ca^^oTl^Xt^W 
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